Representative

Mike Peifer

139 th District

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
HARRISBURG, PA
PERMIT NO. 432

Spring Sportsmen’s Newsletter
District Office:
32 Commercial Street
Suite 300
Honesdale, PA 18431
Phone: 570-253-5533
Fax: 570-253-8046
Harrisburg Office:
153 A East Wing
PO Box 202139
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2139
717-783-2037
Fax: 717-705-1948
E-mail: mpeifer@pahousegop.com
Web: RepPeifer.com

Dear Sports
Enthusiast
Fill out my Online
Hunting and Fishing Poll

In an effort to gauge the
thoughts of my constituents,
I have posted an online poll
featuring questions such as:
“Do you support Sunday
hunting?” and “Should
turkey hunters be required
to wear orange during
spring gobbler season?”
The survey is on my website. Please visit RepPeifer.
com to respond to the survey
questions. Results will be announced online and in my next
sportsman’s newsletter.
Your State Representative,

Fast Facts about the 2011 PA Trout Season
April 16

April 2

Opening Day: Saturday, April 16
Time: 8 a.m.
Minimum Size: Seven (7) inches
Fishing Hours: 24 hours a day, after
the 8 a.m. opener

Creel limits

Regular season – April 16 at 8 a.m. through Sept. 5 – 5 (combined species)
Extended Season – Jan. 1 through Feb. 28 and Sept. 6 through Dec. 31
– 3 (combined species)

Regional Opening Day:

Saturday, April 2, at 8 a.m. (only 18 southeastern PA counties) – 5-streams,
lakes and ponds (combined species)
Regional Opening Day counties: All waters
in Adams, Berks, Bucks, Chester, Cumberland,
Dauphin, Delaware, Franklin, Juniata, Lancaster,
Lebanon, Lehigh, Montgomery, Northampton, Perry,
Philadelphia, Schuylkill and York counties.

Dates to Remember

Rep. Mike Peifer
139th Legislative District

May 7 – Opening Day – Walleye/Sauger
May 21 thru 27 – National Safe Boating Week
May 30 – Fish for Free Day – Memorial Day
June 4 thru 12 – National Fishing and Boating Week
June 18 – Opening Day – Bass
September 5 – Fish for Free Day – Labor Day

Pete Ridd, owner of Thomas
Lures in Hawley, with a 12-pound
northern pike caught on his custom
Pocono Mountains Vacation Bureau
spoon at a remote lake in Quebec,
Canada.

Trout Stocking Schedules Now Available
2011 PA Fishing Summaries Also Available

Trout stocking schedules and 2011 Pennsylvania Fishing Summaries are now available on my district office. The phone number
is (570) 253-5533. Copies of both publications can also be viewed by going to my website, RepPeifer.com.
Trout stocking occurs year-round, though most anglers typically view springtime as the official start of stocking season.To make
the stocking schedules more convenient, all stockings scheduled throughout the year on all waters are listed in one consolidated, easyto-read listing. There will no longer be separate preseason and in-season schedules.
The PFBC will stock nearly 4 million adult trout in Pennsylvanian rivers and streams that are open to the public for fishing. More
than one million additional trout will be stocked by private contractors across the Commonwealth.

2010-11 Deer Harvest

According to the Pennsylvania Game Commission, hunters
harvested an estimated 316,240 deer in the state’s 2010-11
seasons, an increase of 2 percent from the previous seasons, when
the harvest was 308,920.
Hunters took 122,930 antlered deer in the 2010-11 seasons,
an increase of 13 percent from the previous license year’s harvest
of 108,330. Also, hunters harvested 193,310 antlerless deer
in 2010-11, which is a decrease of 4 percent from the 200,590
antlerless deer taken in 2009-10.

Deer Herd Management
Court Case Dismissed

A court case brought by the Unified Sportsmen of Pennsylvania
against the Pennsylvania Game Commission has been dismissed
by Commonwealth Court. The suit alleged mismanagement of the
deer herd. The decision by Senior Judge Barry F. Feudale was
handed down Feb. 8.
For the past decade, the Game Commission was working to
stabilize the number of deer so that it aligned with the available
habitat.
The opinion said the case was unfounded, without expert
testimony to back up mismanagement claims, and concluded that
the state’s deer population was not below sustainable levels, as the
lawsuit suggested. The opinion recognized that deer management
is discretionary, not an exact science.

Spring Gobbler Season

The 2011 spring gobbler season runs from April 30
until May 31, but the Pennsylvania Game Commission
changed legal hunting hours. From April 30 until May 14,
legal shooting hours remain one-half hour before sunrise
until noon; from May 16 through 31, hunters will be able
to hunt all day, from one-half hour before sunrise until
one-half hour after sunset.
The Pennsylvania Game Commission also approved
a regulation to allow the placement of portable hunting tree stands and blinds up to two weeks before the
opening of the first big game season to two weeks after
the close of the last big game season within each respective Wildlife Management Unit. This excludes the spring
gobbler season.

The state’s one-day junior hunter and mentored youth spring
gobbler season is April 23. Mentored youths need to obtain a
permit at a cost of $2.70 and must be accompanied by an adult
mentor who is a properly licensed and at least 21 years of age.

Game Land Shooting Range Permits Required

As of April 1, the Game Commission will be requiring users of state game land shooting ranges to possess either a valid Pennsylvania hunting or furtaker license or purchase a Game Commission-issued range permit, which will cost $30 per year for residents and
nonresidents.
The Game Commission has made numerous improvements to its 29 state game land
shooting ranges, such as lead remediation, safety barrier reconstruction, shooting range
redesign and related projects.
Persons 16 years of age and younger properly accompanied by a licensed or permitted
person 18 years of age or older are exempt from the range permit requirement, and each
licensed hunter or range permit holder can have one guest. For the first year, permits will
be effective from April 1, 2011, until June 30, 2012. After the first year, each permit issued
will be valid from July 1 until June 30.
Permits will be available through the commission’s website at pgc.state.pa.us.
Following the purchase, which will require payment by credit or debit cards, a downloadable permit will be provided and can be printed on a home computer. Permits will also
be sold by credit card only at the Game Commission headquarters in Harrisburg and in the
commission’s six regional offices.

Powers of Game Commission Officers

A new law, Act 64 of 2010, amends the Game and Wildlife Code to clarify the powers and duties of Game Commission enforcement officers conducting stops, searches, inspections, and demands for identification.
Under the law now in effect, officers may stop any means of transportation under reasonable suspicion or at road checkpoints, and
must state the purpose of the stop. A badge or other official identification must be displayed at all times.
Officers may conduct warrantless searches of people, clothing, bags or containers, and any means of transportation or attachments
with probable cause, with consent, due to exigent circumstances or by other established exceptions to warrant requirements.
Where there is evidence of hunting, officers are authorized to conduct administrative inspections of persons, licenses/permits, firearms, ammunition, game, game bags, tags, clothing, decoys, tree stands, coolers/containers and any means of transportation used as a
blind or hunting location, and must state the purpose of the inspection.
An officer may only demand and secure identification from a person who is the subject of an official investigation or investigative
detention, supported by reasonable suspicion of a violation of the Game Code.
Be aware of your rights when you are in the field, and obey Game Commission guidelines at all times, and your hunting experience
will continue to be excellent.
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COMMOnWEALTH InLAnD WATERS

(includes the Youghiogheny River Lake and does not include special regulation areas or endangered and threatened species not shown on this chart.)

Extended Season: Approved trout waters and all
waters downstream of approved trout waters.
Jan. 1 through Feb. 28 and Sept. 6 through Dec. 31

7 inches

Daily Limit
5-streams, lakes and ponds
(combined species)
5-streams, lakes and ponds
(combined species)
3 (combined species)

BASS-LAKES
Largemouth, Smallmouth and Spotted

Jan. 1 through April 15 and Nov. 1 through Dec. 31
April 16 through June 17

15 inches

4 (combined species)

Additional regulations may apply. See Big Bass
Program and new Bass Catch and Release
sections of Juniata and Susquehanna rivers.

June 18 through Oct. 31

12 inches

6 (combined species)

BASS-RIVERS AND STREAMS

Jan. 1 through April 15 and Oct. 1 through Dec. 31

15 inches

4 (combined species)

Largemouth, Smallmouth and Spotted

April 16 through June 17

NO HARVEST - Catch and immediate release only
(no tournaments permitted)

June 18 through Sept. 30
Open year-round

12 inches

Seasons
Species
ALL SPECIES OF TROUT AND SALMON Regional Opening Day of Trout Season* - April 2 at
8 a.m. through Sept. 5 (only 18 southeastern PA counties)
Regular Season - April 16 at 8 a.m. through Sept. 5

Additional regulations may apply. See Big Bass
Program and new Bass Catch and Release
sections of Juniata and Susquehanna rivers.
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Minimum Size
7 inches

NO HARVEST - Catch and immediate release only
(no tournaments permitted)

40 inches
18 inches

Pickerel**
Northern Pike**

6 (combined species)
1 (combined species)

24 inches

4
2 (combined species)

Walleye and Saugeye (Hybrids)
Sauger

Jan. 1 through March 14 and
May 7 through Dec. 31

15 inches
12 inches

6
6

American Shad ***
American Shad

Open year-round

No minimum

3

Open year-round - Lehigh River, Schuylkill River**** and tributaries No minimum

1

American Shad, Alewife,

CLOSED YEAR-ROUnD
Susquehanna River and tributaries

Blueback Herring
Hickory Shad ***

CLOSED YEAR-ROUnD

Open year-round
Open year-round

No minimum
8 inches

50 (combined species)

Open year-round

20 inches

2 (combined species)

Open year-round

No minimum

50 (combined species)

Baitfish/Fishbait (except Mudbugs and Mussels/Clams) Open year-round
Open year-round
American Eel (as Baitfish)
Open year-round
Mudbugs (Dragonﬂy Nymphs)

No minimum
6 to 8 inches
No minimum

50 (combined species)

Herring, Gizzard Shad ***
American Eel
Striped Bass and Striped Bass/
White Bass Hybrids
Sunfish, Yellow Perch, White Perch,
Crappies, Catfish, Rock Bass, Suckers,
Carp, White Bass and other gamefish
not otherwise listed

50

Additional regulations may apply.
See Panfish Enhancement Special Regulations.

l Mussels/Clams
Paddlefish

50

Unlimited if taken from lakes, ponds, swamps
and adjacent areas. 50 per day if taken from
moving waters (rivers and streams)

CLOSED YEAR-ROUnD
CLOSED YEAR-ROUnD

Seasons, sizes and creel limits–Except for trout season, which begins at 8 a.m., all regulatory periods in the fishing regulations are based on the calendar day, one of which ends at
midnight and the next of which begins immediately thereafter.
* Includes only those waters in 18 southeastern PA counties and two waters crossing from those counties listed in the Regional Opening Day of Trout Season Program.
** Except those species in waters listed in the Brood Stock Lakes Program. Tiger muskel¬lunge is a muskellunge hybrid.
*** Unlawful to take, catch or kill American shad, hickory shad (endangered species), alewife and blueback herring (collectively known as river herring) in the Susquehanna River and
all its tributaries.
**** Schuylkill River upstream of the I-95 bridge and its tributaries.
NOTE: It is not a violation of the bass regulations if a bass is immediately returned unharmed to the waters from which it was taken. It is unlawful for an angler to cast repeatedly into a
clearly visible bass spawning nest or redd in an effort to catch or take bass.
NOTE: For bass regulations, power dam pools and recreational dam pools on the Susquehanna River and navigational dam pools on the Ohio River drainage are “rivers.” It is unlawful
to conduct a fishing tournament on the North Branch, West Branch or main stem of the Susquehanna River that allows tournament anglers to harvest bass.
NOTE: Approved trout waters are closed to fishing from March 1 to the opening day of the regular trout season in April, unless included in the Early Season Trout-Stocked Waters
Program or Regional Opening Day of Trout Season Program or Approved Trout Waters open to Year-Round Fishing Program.
NOTE: Landlocked alewife less than 8 inches in length taken from inland ponds, lakes or reservoirs that are collected by legal means may be harvested for use as baitfish.

SPORTSMEN’S WEB LINKS

Pennsylvania Game Commission -- www.pgc.state.pa.us
Fish and Boat Commission -- www.fish.state.pa.us
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources -- www.dcnr.state.pa.us
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service -- www.fws.gov
National Rifle Association -- www.nra.org
Delaware River Management Plan -- To comment: www.fishandboat.com/DelawareRiverPlan.htm

www.RepPeifer.com

Sign up or Tell a Friend
About My Sportmen’s Mailing List
If you are interested in receiving this sportsmen’s newsletter by e-mail, or know a friend who wants to receive it, please provide
your name, mailing address and e-mail. You can either mail this to my office, or e-mail the information to me. Your name will be added
to the mailing list, or e-mail list, allowing you to receive future updates on issues related to outdoor activities.
Thank you for your interest and support!
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY: _________________________________________ STATE/ZIP: _________________________________________
PHONE: ____________________ E-MAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________ E-MAIL ONLY: ______
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District Office Services
My district office is here to help
you. Services my staff and I provide
include:
► Assistance with PennDOT paperwork
► Copies of birth and death certificates
► PACE and PACENET applications
for seniors
► Property Tax and Rent Rebate applications
► Voter registration forms and absentee ballot applications
► State tax forms
► Free state maps, state park information, and PA Vacation Guides
► Copies of legislation
► Tours of the State Capitol
► Referrals to agencies to resolve staterelated matters

Teach Kids to Hunt and Fish
and Lead a Healthier Life
A recent study by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies has concluded that

teaching young people to hunt and fish can help reduce childhood obesity.
Hunting, fishing and just being outside in nature tends to enhance physical and mental
well-being, and give children social advantages that continue into adulthood.
Highlights of the report’s findings on the benefits of being outdoors conclude that it is
as important as good nutrition and adequate sleep for children, results in increased physical activity and fitness, increases general well-being and ability to focus, helps reduce the
symptoms of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and reduces crime.
In short, being outdoors makes children happier, healthier and smarter.
The full report can be viewed at fishwildlife.org.

Teach Your Kid to Fish
Kelby Hochreiter
is already an
experienced angler
at a young age.

Kacie Fagan is
delighted with
her catch.

If you need help with any staterelated matter, please do not hesitate to
call my district office.

Rep. Peifer’s
Offices

HARRISBURG OFFICE:
153A East Wing
PO Box 202139
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2139
Phone: (717) 783-2037
FAX: (717) 705-1948
DISTRICT OFFICE:
32 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Honesdale, PA 18431
Phone: (570) 253-5533
FAX: (570) 253-8046
E-MAIL:
mpeifer@pahousegop.com
WEB:
RepPeifer.com

Nick Bochnovich from
Honesdale holding a
17-inch brown trout
he caught during trout
season at Kellows Pond
in Wayne County.

Young angler Nick VanBuskirk
has his hands full.

Find Rep. Peifer on the Web at
RepPeifer.com

